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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

We live in a very exciting time.  Despite all the turbulence that plagues the societies on Earth, we are still able to cast our glances skyward.

As I type this, NASA is directing two rovers across the surface of an alien planet.  The raw data we collect from these exploratory devices will be translated into information and science that could prove invaluable.  The fact that we have extended our presence to so distant a world is stunning enough.

We the people continue to explore our inner spaces as well.  Syndicomm Online is home to discussions of topics ranging from our bodies to our politics, and to computers with which we plumb the depths of our imaginations, and drive the afore-mentioned interplanetary machines.

Whether you're looking inward or outward, Syndicomm Online is a useful - and fun! - tool here to assist.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Updated Chat Client
-------------------
SyndiChat v1.2 is now available.  SyndiChat is a freeware chat client designed for use with Syndicomm's real time conferences; it works under Windows 95/98/98SE/ME/NT/2000/XP, and is available at <http://www.syndicomm.com/~mark/SyndiChat/>.  New features in this update are:

- Auto-login.
- Status bar showing connect status, user ID, connect time, scrollback buffer
  size and line length.
- Virtually unlimited scrollback buffer. (Previous versions had a 30,000
  character limit)
- Saves window size and position between sessions.

New Apparel
------------
Syndicomm has new designs for its T-shirts and sweatshirts, available through CafePress.com!  Our "revolutionary" design proudly proclaims that you're a member of our community.  Visit <http://www.cafeshops.com/syndicomm> to take a look.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
With the holiday season behind us, many Palm users are settling in and playing with the toys we got.  Tell us what you got in the Tiki Bar (Category 2, Topic 13).  We've also been discussing backup options for new and old models in Category 2, Topic 14, and what to do when your PDA is not holding a charge.  Can Mac users finally use Avant Go?  Find out in Category 10, Topic 11.  Finally, if you have a new Palm device, but love the old Graffiti, take a look at Category 7, Topic 18 to see how you might solve your problem.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Come in from the cold with A2.  This month's hot topics have included creating interfaces for email clients for the Apple IIgs (Category 11, Topic 21: Email on the Internet), a coming update to the Apple II Technical Notes and File Type Notes (Category 59, Topic 3), upgrading a IIe to a IIgs (Category 17, Topic 8: Apple IIe to IIgs Upgrades), and more.  Our Real Time Conference rooms are always open (and almost always occupied), so come in for a hot cup of coffee or cocoa and warm up to the Apple II in 2004.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
And the winner is... the members of Syndicomm Online, who are all invited to the Showbits forum to discuss the nominees and winners of various film industry awards.  The Golden Globes are past, and the Oscars are pending.  See who's been nominated, who's hoped to win, and who the winners actually are or were, in Category 30, Topic 12: Oscars & Other Awards.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Rockstar Games has come under fire for their wildly successful video game, Grand Theft Auto: Vice City, which features an uncomfortable (to some) amount of violence.  Should such interactive depictions be regulated or censored?  Is the identity of the virtual victim of these crimes relevant?  Argue the various sides of these debates in Category 8, Topic 1: General News.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
February: the time when a coupled man's fancy turns to love - if he knows what's good for him.  Valentine's Day bisects the month with an opportunity for lovers to wine and dine each other with romance.  Compare date notes and ask for and receive suggestions on everything from dinner to roses, in Category 11, Topic 3: Keeping the Fire Alive.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Isaac Asimov, one of science fiction's greatest minds and writers, has a legacy that perpetuates itself to this day.  In Category 52, Topic 9, we discuss not only the past works of the late author, but also a pending film adaptation entitled "I, Robot", and starring Will Smith.  Will this amalgamated story be true to Asimov's original source material?  Find out!

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
